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INTRODUCTION.

FHE ¢ Samanta Kita Wargand” is a Pali poem
composed by a renowned Elder of the Buddhist
Church, named Védéha, about six hundred and
fifty years ago, at the request of Réhu'a Maha
Th@ra, an Abbot of the Brothierhood. The name of the poet
is quite familiav to the student of Pali literature as- the
avthor of several exccllent works, including the only ancient
S:"!ghalese grammar now extant, *“ The Sidatsangardwa.”

! .

,/ The author has introduced his poem, entitled A De-
seription of the Peak,” with a lite of Gautama Buddhs,
describing in detail many extraordinary incidents in his
‘history. In the course of the narrative of Buddha's visits
"to Lanks, the poet takes occasion to describe, in glowing
language, many parts of the Island, liftle known or explored
at that time,—-its hills and dales, mounfains and rivers,
especially the Kelani and the Mahaveli-ganga—their fountains *
and scenery. ‘

The descriptions of mountains and rivers, some by nauwe,
are truthful, though poetic. Forests and eities and theijr
inhabitants are vividly depicted. Every part is duly appor-
tioned and put in its proper place; and the whole poem %
replete with chaste and beautiful imagery, clothed in
language abt once graceful and elegunt,—all showing the
master-hand of one who was a poet born and bred.

The want of a Sinhalese paraphrase to this work has,
however, deterred beginners in Pali studies from taking Yull
advantage ot its attractive contents. The Editors have,
therefore, endeavoured to supply this need by subjoining a
Sinhalese translation o the Pali text.



viii INTRODUCTION.

In this work, as well as in thab of revising and seitling
the text, we have received, and beg to acknowledge with
thanks, the able assistance of our learned tutor, H. Sumax-
aALA, Mahandyaka Théra, the celebrated Principal of the
Vidyédaya Parivéna.

We trust that the work, as now presented, will facilitate its
study, and attract greater attention from students of the
Pali classies.

W. DHARMANANDA.

M. NANISSARA.

Parama Dhammachétiya College,
Ravmalina, Moy 4, 1890.
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v HE Pali poem ¢ Samanta Kuta Warnana,” with our
] paraphrase, was for the first time printed at the
Government Printing Press in 1890, by permission
of Sir ARTHUR HaMILTON GORDON, then Governor
_of Ceylon, whose ardent zeal for the promotion of Oriental
studies has produced a most beneficial result, and whose name
will therefore be long remembered by the Oriental sgholar

with feelings of gratitude.

" The students of the Pali classics are at present put to no
little inconvenience to procure a copy of the first edition,
the whole stock of available copies having heen within a few
years exhausted by the increasing demand for it.

* We have, therefore. to acknowledge with the deepest

gratitude the great help rendered by the Venerable Principal
of this College by securing to us from the Government
K permussmn to reprint this edition at the Government Printing
Press. We have also to thank Mr. H. C. CorrLa, Government
Printer, and Mr. H. M. Rionarps, Assistant Government
Printer, for so kindly seeing the work through the press.

THE EDITORS.

Vidyédaya On'entai ‘College,
Maligikanda, October 29, 1910,

»

?9 Cordo Sl gelrnoce
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